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CHARGE, Sc. 


8 you chives now, my brother, ibs 
licly devoted yourſelf to ſerve God, in 
- Þ the goſpel of his Son Jeſus Chriſt; 
I am to addreſs myſelf unto you in relation to 
the Office you have ' undertaken. In doing 
which, I would put you in remembrance of 
ſuch things, as, I am perſuaded, | you will 
think of great uſe and ror th in the courſe 
of your miniſtry. 

My thoughts on this matter ſhall he com- 
8 under theſe two heads. 


I. The nature of the work you have un- 
dertaken. 

u. The cultivation of ſuch a Hirit and be- 
bavicur, as will be needful, to fulfil your 
miniſtry with comfort and honour to 
R and uſefulneſs to the people 
committed to your care. 


15 You will give me leave to put you in 
remembrance of a few things IRE the 
nature of your work. 

Lou have dedicated yourſelf to ſerve God in 
ba A 2 the 


Z: 7,9 | 
the goſpel of Chriſt, and to promote the ſal. 
vation of the fouls of men, by preaching the 
doctrines and adminiſtring the ordinances, 


which Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed. From whence 


it is obvious to remark, 


1. That your work is of great moment and 
importance. For you are employed in bufineſ; 
of a like nature, you are engaged in the ſame 
deſign, for which the Son of God came down 
into our world; that is, to reſcue men from 
the bondage of iniquity, and to purifie unto him 
@ peculiar people, zealous of good works. 
The direct buſineſs of your function is to 
accompliſn the ſame end, which Gd himſelf 
has principally in view, in the diſpenſations of 
his providence and grace; that is, to lay a founda- 
tion for the everlaſting happineſs of mankind, 
by fixing in them the principles, and bringing 
them to the love and practice, of piety and 
virtue. 

The importance of employments: is, in rea- 
ſon, meaſured by the good ends and valuable 
purpoſes to which they ſerve. ' Is the Phy/iczan's 
employ judged; of great conſequence, whoſe 
province is to. alleviate and cure men's bodily 
diſorders? Is he obliged. to be careful and of 
good underſtanding, in his profeſſion; becauſe 
the health and life of many may (under God) 


muſt be, to cure men of their ſpiritual — 
dc WP .\ an 


and comfort the feeble minded, to cheriſh in 


11 


and to to promote in them that health and ſound- 1 
neſs of 


of mind, which conſiſt in the knowlege 


and love of God, and in rm 


religion-and virtue. 
Nor are you leſs obliged to care and fill in 
your ſtation, ſince the virtue and eternal wel- 


fate of the fouls entruſted to your inſtruction 


may, in a great meaſure, depend on the nature 
of the doctrines you preach, and on the methods 
you take to recommend and enforce them. 

If to bring unthinking 


ſinners to a fobeo 
conſideration of the folly and infinite danger of 
their way; if to lead humble and penitent 
fouls to a right underſtanding and truſt in the 
mercies of God, and the merits and mediation 


Chriſt, to raiſe. the drooping heart, 


the ſouls. of men a love of piety and goodneſs, 
by a clear and ſtrong repreſentation of their 
reaſonableneſs, their excellence, and the eter- 


nal rewards which. await them in the world to 


come; if to ſave men from everlaſting per- 
dition, and guide them in thoſe paths which 


end in 2 of joy-and Pleaſures for evermore': 
if all thas be important: ſuch: is youre. 


And well may 


be God, every faithful miniſter may ſay alſo, 


I can do all _ wougs: ge eee 
Me. 


Anz: it is a matter of infitiits: — 
4% gourſalf, how you diſcharge the duties af 


your 


we ſay upon this occaſion, 
Who. is ſufficient. for theſe things But, bleſſed 


161 

your office. Vou are ro watch. for fouls; as bn 
that muſt give an account; Vou muſt ſo in- 
ſtruct your Thearand, and ſo live among them, 
exemplifying your doctrine by a converſation 
ſo pure and blameleſs, that if any, under your 
miniſtry, prove ſo unhappy as to periſh; their 
ruin may in no degree be chargeable on you; 
but, with St. Paul, Acts xx. 26. you may be 
able to ſay, I am pure from the blood of all men. 
Son f man, faith God to the prophet, Ezek. iii. 

17, 18, 19. I have made thee a watchman'to the 
houſe of Mal: | therefore hear the word at my 
mouth, and give them warning from me. When 
I ay unto the wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely die, and 
thou giveſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to 
warn the wicked from his wi led way to ſave his 
life ; the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his iniquity, 
but his blood will I require at thine hand. Yet if 
thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedneſs, nor from his wicked way ; he ſhall 
die in bis iniquity, but ien. haſt Zelivered thy. 
oul. 
- With the aredteſt zeal, Audy Fast wiſ- 
dom, or true religion, yourſelf, and to pro- 
mote it in others: ſince hey that be thus wiſe, 
ſhall. ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament; 

and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the 

fars for ever and ever, Dan. xii. 3. 


Ou though e el ig der ould be. 40 


4 Kt . as to find but ſmall ſucceſs: under 


this moùrnful circumſtance; it will be his con- 
nen to conſider, that his own acceptance with 
A, God 
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God depends, not on ſuch an uncertainty, as 
the improvement which others ſhall make 
of his miniſtry; but on his own faithfulneſs, 
his ſincere deſire, his honeſt diligent endeavour 
to be uſeful. Though iſrael be not gathered, 
faith the prophet, 55 ſhall T be glorious in the 
eyes of the Lord, Iſa. xlix. 7. 

Our bleſſed Saviour himſelf, though never 
man ſpake or lived ihe him, yet made but few 
converts to truth and righteouſneſs. It may 
happen, that the beſt inſtructions a miniſter 
can give, ſhall be like ſeed ſcattered on hard 
and barren rocks. The true way to enjoy a ſtable 
peace and conſtant ſatisfaction of mind is, fo aim 
well, to exhibit ſuch doctrine, and ſuch a life, 
as have a genuine tendency to edifie. The 
event you muſt leave to the bleſſing of God, 
and the improvement of thoſe that hear you. 
2. The honeſt faithful diſcharge of your 

duty has its /abours and difficulttes. 

You will not take this obſervation as a diſ- 
cata; but as an argument to fortifie 
your mind with that ſteddy reſolution, which 
the diſſiculties of your office render neceſſa 
and which the goodneſs and uſefulneſs of it highs 
ly merit at your hands. Can any great deſign 

be carried on well, can we expect any impor- 
tant enterprize to -ſucceed happily, without 
labour and pains? And does the proſpect of 
difficulty and oppoſition hold back generous 
minds from juſt arid laudable undertakings ? 
No: it puts life and ſpirit into them: it kindles 
their zeal: it rouzes all their powers; and ſas 


them 
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chem on the moſt vigorous efforts to actom- 


pliſh the glorious work they have in view. 


When the friends of St, Paul, apprehenſive 
what dangers would attend him, earneſtly 
diſſuaded him from going up to Jeruſalem ; he 
made juſt ſuch a reply as might be expected from 
a man, whoſe whole heart and ſoul were en- 
gaged in his divine calling. JY/hat mean ye to 
weep, and to break mine heart? For IT am ready, 


nat to be bound only, but alſo to die at Feruſalem 


for the name of the Lord Feſus, Acts xxi. 13. 
The ſame apoſtle, taking notice of the bonds 
and ajflictions that did abide bim, adds: But 
anne of theſe things move me; neither count I 
my life dear unto myſelf, ſo that I might fimfh 
amy courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I 
have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
goſpel of the grace of God, Acts xx. 24. 

Thanks be to God, there is no need to 
mention this example of the apoſtle, to prepate 
vou to endure perſecution. We live under a 
juſt government, which allows and protects us 
in a full extent of religious liberty, Yet all the 
miniſters of Chrs/t ſhould be ſo fully perſuaded 
of the truth of the goſpel, and in heart and 
affection ſuch firm friends to it ; as to be ready to 
ſuffer even unto death, ſhould they be called 

to it for the name of Chrif. 

And it may not be unuſeful to add: that 


h we have abundant reaſon to rejoice in 


9 religious liberty, yet there are ſome ſmaller 


ae of „ which may poſſibly > 
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to your lot, to exerciſe your patience, and 


oye your integrity, _ 
1 A cloſe diſintereſted ſearch after truth, which 


is a conduct that Mou] give you the eſteem of 
all men, may however make 1 ſome enemies. 

As you are, ſo far as your ſphere reaches, /ef 
for the defence of the goſpel, and bound to ſtudy 
it with care and impartiality, that you may lay 
before your people ſuch doctrines, not as hu- 
man ſchemes, have ſtampt with their authority, 
but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, in the bible, 
our only rule: tis not impoſſible, but this. ho- 
neſt diligence of yours may lead you to ob- 
ſerve, that there are ſome received and popular 
opinions, recommended by great names, and 


taught as of great importance, which are really 
ſo far from goſpel-truths, that they are great 
miſtakes, inconſiſtent with the goſpel, in- 


jurious to the character of its divine author, 
and to the deſign of its promulgation. Now 
though you will not lightly, and in haſte, 
either eue or condemn any opinion; nor 
think it anſwers, but greatly obſtructs, the de- 
ſign of the Chriſtian miniſtry, to make the 


pulpit a place for controverſy: yet if, after 


mature deliberate ſearch, with humble and 
earneſt prayer to the eternal Father of lights 
for his guidance, you ſhould perceiye any 
1 recommended as Chriſtian, which are 

no original genuine parts of chriſtianity, and 
which are hurtful to ſound faith and morals; 
you will then think yourſelf obliged, to take 


B proper 


f to } 


proper opportunities of "RY opdn fit miſtakes, 
£ o conceal important truths, and let dangercus 

rrors paſs unremarked, for the fake of ſcreen. 
ng yourſelf, and to preſerve. your own eaſe, 
you will judge to be @ walking in crafting, 
and, handling the word of God  deceitfully : and 
that contrary to this, you are, by manifeſtation 
of the truth, to contend your Us to every man's 
conſcience in the Sight of God. 

But now what is like to be, the conſequence 
of this honeſty and faithfulneſs? Why, : as there 
be ſome, almoſt in every place, who. take an 
eaſier way to judge of truth, than by the la- 
bour and travail of examination ; who will con- 
clude the docttines they have been bred up in, 
and naturalized to, and eſpouſed, muſt be 
right ; and cannot bear to have them diſputed, 
though with the greateſt modeſty of temper, 
and decency of language: conſequently, the 
truths you deliver, which happen not to co- 
incide with the principles of people of this 
ſpirit, will not only be unwelcome to them, 
but kindle theic reſentment. They will count 
you an enemy, and fo will treat you. The 
greateſt inoffenſtveneſs and purity of manners 
will not ſecure you good treatment from men 
of narrow minds, and party zeal... 

vou may find trouble from ſome, who are 

crafty and def ging 3 who knw they have no 
method, or none ſo effectual, to keep up their 
credit and influence, as by the ſtrength of part) 
an d 1 by enelgſures of ther 0WN makin ng : 

from 


mn 
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n 
. from others, who though, upon the whole, of 
excellent characters, yet have not a true ſenſe 
of the rights of private judgment, conſider not 
the importance and unſpeakable advantages of 
„free enquity, and have an undue fondneſs for 
q their own fide of a queſtion, | 
* In a word: as you have various tempers to 
„ deal with, and muſt, like St. Paul, become all 
1 things to all men, (10 far only as you may with 
a good conſcience) , by any means you may ſave 
re /me; you will find this a work of dficulty. 

n To which let me add; you will be obliged 
. to conſtant labour in ſtudying the ſcriptures; in 
1 forming ſuch diſcourſes upon them, as may be 
„ W moſt uſeful and ſeaſonable; and above all, in 
cheriſhing ſuch a ſerious and lively ſenſe of 
divine things. in your own heart, as will render 

your labour a pleaſure, and poſſeſs you with a 
ſettled zeal to do the work of an evangeliſt. 

But I only touch on theſe things here, as there 
will be an opportunity of enlarging upon them 
under the ſecond general head. 

My repreſentation of the nature of your 
office would be extremely defective, if I did 
not add, | 

„That the work you have choſen is an 
honourable and good one. 

This, faith St. Paul, 7s a true ſaying ; if any 
man defire the Mee of a * viſhop, be defireth a 


AL good work, | 

rty, 3 
and * The Greek word, which we tranſlate 5%, ſignifies 
om „ = * 


4 12 1 | 

It is good for yourſelf. Not indeed for tem- 
poral gain: you are on the wrong . fide for 
this. But mind your duty faithfully, and 
truſt to the next hife ; and you will find your 
labour in the Lord recompenſed far beyond 
your largeſt wiſh, and moſt extenſive imagi- 
nation. 

It is your advantage, that while other em- 
ployments are apt to hinder men, and prove 
an avocation to x em in their Chriſtian calling ; 
the more intirely you ſet yourſelf to your em- 
ploy, you thereby become the better Chriſtian, 
and grow in your meetneſs for the inheritance of 
the ſaints in light, Your buſineſs leads you to 
think much and often on he mercies of God, 
and the exceeding great and precious promiſes of 
his word: which are a never-failing ſpring of 
"conſolation to A good and conſiderate mind. 


an inſpeftor, or overſeer : and becauſe a preſbyter, elder or 
teacher in the church, is to watch over his people; hence 
he is in /cripture ſtiled rieren, biſhop. The elders of the 
church at Epheſus, whom St. Paul ſent for, to leave with 
them his laſt advice, are all by him called «r17xow0:, biſhops, 
Acts xx. 28. And St. Peter exhorts all the preſbyters or 
elders, to whom he wrote, to be bi/hops unto the flock of 
God, wgre ,, I Pet. v. 2. So that every preſby ter, 
or elder, who labours in the word and doctrine, feeding and 
watching over the flocſ of God, is a ſcripture-biſhop. I may 
go a ſtep farther, and obſerve ; that the Chriſtian laity, the 
Chriſtian people, are directed in feripture to exerciſe the 
office of a Biſbep to one another, Heb. xii. 15. Looking 
diligently leſt any man fail of the grace of God. In the 
Greek, ETVTKOTENTES, that is, exerciſing an epiſce pal Or 


5 biſhop” 8 Care. 


And 
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And while you contemplate the graces and 
virtues of a Chriſtian life, in order to recom- 
mend them in the beſt manner you can unto 
others; your own mind will be poſſeſſed with 
2 deeper ſenſe of their excellence and worth. 


$0 that your employment is the exerciſe of the 


beſt powers and faculties of man, on the'beſt 


and nobleſt objects. It is the employment of 


the mind in ſearching after God; in contem- 
plating his perfections, his works, his provi- 


dence, the riches of his grace in Chriſt, the 


precepts of his word, and what is that ſpirit 


and conduct which gives a man the trueſt 
dignity, and elevation; producing a likeneſs to 
the original of all good, and preparing for the 
eternal enjoyment of him in the perfection of 
knowlege and rectitude. 


Thus good and eligible is your work with 


eg d to wage It is good alſo in the happy 


ects on the welfare of your Fell- creatures, 


N that may juſtly be hoped and expected from it. 

He who promoteth mens piety and virtue, and 
helps forward the ſalvation of their ſouls; ſeryes 
them in their beſt intereſt; and is their friend, 

much more than he could be, in aſſiſting them 
to worldly profperity. In this laſt caſe, he is 
of uſe to them but for a ſhort time. In the 
former, he helps them to a happineſs that en- 
dures for ever. 


Thus a faithful diſcharge of your duty has 


che moſt happy conſequences on yourſelf, and, 
Probably, on ſome of them who hear you. I 


Con- 


"ta 
conclude this part in the words of St. Paul to 
Timothy, 1 Tim. iv. 16. Tale heed. unto thy- 
fell, and unto thy doctrine: continue in them ; 
for in doing this, thou fralt both Jave thyſe Of, 1d 
them that bear thee. 

Having put you in remembrance of. the 
nature of your office ; ; I proceed to the _ 

IId head; which is to recommend the cul- 

tivation of ſuch a ſpirit. and conduct as will be 
neceſſary, to fulfil your miniſtry with comfort 
and honour to yourſelf, d uſefulnecß to your 
flock. | 
1; The 2 8 being a ſpiritual and divine 
ſervice, it is above all things neceſſary, that 
you yourſelf have the Spirit and power of 
religion. 

It is a fad 8 when a man is tied 
down to an employment, that agrees not with 
his inclination and temper. His work muſt go 
on very heavily, when he does it only becauſe 
he is forced to it. But let his genius and tem- 
per ſuit the buſineſs he is in; and then, his 
labour is his delight, and his mind is never 
more at reſt, than when it is moſt L Je 
This obſervation holds very ſtrong, when ap- 


plicd to the work of a miniſter. 
If he has not purity of heart, and a true 


reliſh of divine matters ; if he feels nothing i in 

himſelf of a ſpirit of piety and devotion : he 
Will find it @ heavy oY «- E to be obliged to think 
often of theſe things. It will go ladhy againſt 


the grain, to recommend them to others, WP 
e 


1 51 
& kfiws nothing of chem in his own tem 
| — muſt be forced and of 
I. He muſt be perpetually ſelf-condenmed, 
while with a ſeeming! gravity and earneſtneſs, 
he exhorts his audience to mind what he is not 
careful to mind himſelf. Unto the wicked God 
forth, what haſt thou to do ro declare my Ratutes, 
or that thou 2 take my covenant in 'thy 
mouth? Seeing thou hateſt inſiruftion, and caſteſt 
my words bebind thee, Pal. I. 16, 17. Better 
to be in the loweſt employment in the world, 
than to have the miniſterial function on theſe 
tering! lt 
But if he is poſſeſſed with a opere love to 
God and Chrift ; if a ſenſe of the ever-preſent | 
Gol be ſtrong in his heart; and his great con- 
ceri is to be approved of him; if he has a juſt 
ſenſe of the unreaſonableneſs and danger of ſin, 
x fixt'and univerſal hatred to it; if he has well 
confidtred the worth of ſouls, and the value of 
Gol's favour; and thoſe divine graces reign in 
his Oh heart, which it is his buſineſs to re- 
comtherid to his hearers; if he has weighed the 
infinitely ſuperior importance of things eternal 
to things temporal; and his heart is duely in- 
fluerc'd and 4 pirated by this right ſenſe. of 
:\ he is then in a condition to go on 
pleaſa Antly in his work; and having this lively 
impreſſion of religion upon his own foul, he 
will be zealous, and unwearied in his eme 
vodrs, to promote it in the hearts and lives 


oF ot] ers.” 1 
Many 


' 
| 
| 
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Many a man of but indifferent 125 and in- 


tellectual endowments, with. this bo and zealous 
heart, has done great ſervice. in the church of 
Cbriſ; when others, of much more know- 
lege and learning, yet wanting this fundamental 
qualification, and nat moved 15 this work by the 
Holy Ghoſt, have done very little good; often 
abundance of hurt, by their avarice, their thirſt 
of power, their proud contegtions, and wrang- 
ling ſpeculations. | 

He whoſe buſineſs is 70 lad the devotions of 
a Chriſtian aſſembly, ſhould be himſelf a devout 
man. And as the celeſtial fire of devotion will 
grow languid, if not conſtantly attended and 
fed; you mult continue inſtant in prayer, watche 
ing thereunto with all perſeverance. And when 
you feel in your own, mind the pleaſures. of 
divine worſhip, grounded on a right ſenſe of 
God, his perfections, providence, grace, recon- 
lebend to ſinful men through Feſus Chrs/t ; 
all which encourage the foul to draw nigh to 
him: I ſay, when you yourſelf thus know the 
advantages of devotion ;, you will be. the. better 
fitted,. and have a greater concern to recom- 


mend this part of chriſtianity unto others. 


And his is a part of religion, which, I. ap- 
prehend, the miniſters of this day have peculiar 


need to lay before their people, and urge them 


to the practice of. Family and cloſet prayers 


are growing more and more out of uſe. 


The world is apt to run into extremes. We 


Sz 40 


are told, that obſerving men of the laſt age 
2 I f | | 


,, as ea 


1171 
grew diſguſted to ſee in many, high pretences to 
devotion and ſanity, great ſtrictneſs and 
length in their times of prayer, and other ex- 
erciſes of divine ſervice, when, at the ſame __ 
time, they were great offenders in the plain |; | 
duties and virtues of ſocial life. There may 
be too much truth in this: but be it ever fo 
true, it proves nothing but what every body 
knows; viz. that good things may be abuſed. 
It makes nothing againſt the reaſonableneſs of 
devotion © which is founded in the relation we 
bear to Almighty God, as our Creator, our ſu- 
preme governour, our moſt bountiful and con- 
ſtant benefactor, our father in Chriſt, on whom 
is all our dependance. 

Indeed we muſt not pray under the imagi- 
nation that we can inform him; or as if his 
goodneſs was flow, and wanted foliciting. But 
prayer will always be a reaſonable ſervice, and a 
neceſſary duty, while it has a tendency to che- 
riſh in us reverence, gratitude, truſt and obe- | 
dience to our Maker. | 

2. Being a miniſter of the word of God, you | 
are to ſtudy that word, and make it your con- | 
tant rule of doctrine and worſhip. 

The ſcripture is ſuch a treaſure of the beſt 
wiſdom, as to merit our moſt attentive thoughts, 
and unwearied ſearch. Its original is from 
God; and its end, to lead us to Ged, and to 
make us wiſe unto ſalvation. All ſcripture, 
faith St. Paul, is given by inſpiration of God ; 
and is profitable for —_— for reproof, for 


Core 
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correction, for inſtruction in rightenuſneſs, that 
the man of God may be perfect; thoroughly fur. 
nifhed unto all 2908: qavorks, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17, 
And ſince it is for inſtruction in ri gbteouſucſi 
that we may be furniſhed: unto all good works; 
_ will account! thoſe; ſcripture- doctrines moſt 

mportant, deſerving to be moſt frequently in- 
fte on, and moſt earneſtly recommended, 
which have the directeſt tendency to make 
your hearers r/ghiegus and good. Mou are to 
conſider what will be moſt profitable; hat 
will anſwer the great end of the miniſtry, 
which, as was ſaid before, is. 7b make men worſe 
unto fakvation. 
We muſt not ſuffer avorldly intereſt, or the 
Favour of men, to interpret the ſeriptures for us; 
and to be our adviſers, what doctrines we 
mall preach, and what we ſhall let alone. We 
ſhould not allow ſo much as a a0, that thoſe 
ſchemes and forms may be true, Which are 
moſt friendly to worldly and ſelfiſh views: 
becauſe this will be apt to put à bias upon the 
underſtanding, and hinder that love and im- 
partial regard for truth, which, how little 
ſoever it really prevails, has ſuch an obvious 
and undeniable: excellence, that all men agree 
to ſpeak well of it, as a moſt- worthy and 
amiable temper of mind. 5 

And, though prudence is an excllent en- 
dowment ; and many have hurted their uſe- 
fulneſs, for want of 'duely conſidering the pre- 
judices and weakneſſes of mankind, and con- 
*. | veying 


© ww = . . 


191 
veying their inſtructions in proper ſeaſon, and 
manner: yet an honeſt, though imprudent man, 
who has a ſteady uncorrupted love of truth, 
only does” not ſufficiently confider where to 
ſpeak, and where to be: ſilent; is a character 
incomparably ſuperior to a man of ſuch falſe 
prudence, and deſpicable craft, that he is all 
for prophecying ſmooth things; and, to fave him- 
ſelf, and keep fair with thoſe who have the 
ower to befriend him, will not put himſelf to 
the hazard of enquiring, whether received 
doctrines are true ones; or if he finds them 
falſe, and of pernicious tendency, will not de- 
clare it. 8 

In reading the New Teſament, we cannot 
but obſerve, its great diſtinguiſhing character 
is, a ſcheme of mercy and grace for ſinful men : 
the miniſtry of reconciliation is, God in Chriſt 
reconciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing 
unto them their treſpaſſes. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. 
So that the mercies of God, and the mediation | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, are the foundation of the goſpel; |} 
and we are accepted in the beloved Son of 
God. 

You will always remember then, that you 
are a Chriſtian miniſter; and that it is your 
buſineſs to preach Jeſus Chriſt. Now what is 
it to preach Chritt? The phraſe, preaching 
Chriſt, as it ſtands in the New Teſtament, does 
indeed partly mean, the teſlicying and proving 
Jeſus to be the Meſjiah, the Son of God, I could 


eaſily have produced various paſſages, wherein 
C 2 this 


[20] 

this is the direct and undoubted meaning. And in 
this tenſe, it may be ſometimes uſeful and ex- 
pedient, (though I ſhould think, but ſeldom 
in a Chriſtian aſſembly, yet ſometimes it may 
be expedient) /o to preach Chriſt : eſpecially 
where it is fathionable, and look'd upon as a 
mark of more than vulgar underſtanding, fo 
to magnihe the ſufficiency of the light of na- 
ture, as to imply, that the incarnation of Chriſt 
and the promulgation of his goſpel are of little 
uſe. 

A miniſter of the goſpel ſhould be well qua- 
lified 7 give an anſaver to every one that aſketh 
* .@ reaſon of the faith and hope that is in him. 
He ought to underſtand the New Teſtament 
well: not only acquainting himſelf with the 
words and ſounds, but uſeing every help to 
know their true meaning ; that he may be able 


- - -to diſtinguiſh. the ſeveral parts and doctrines of 


real original chriſtianity, trom thoſe corruptions 
and additions which encumber and deface it. 
But farther: that you may preach Chr}, 
you ought often to lay before your hearers 76:5 
faithful ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave 
Fnners; and uſe all endeavours to convince 
them of /n; what a hazardous ſtate they are 
in by it; that ſo they may diſcern and feel the 
importance of the doctrine juſt mentioned. 
And in order to impreſs on mens minds a 
proper ſenſe of the exceeding riches of Chriſt's 
goodneſs in becoming man, in dwelling among . 
- an 
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| time of need. 


f 2r } | 
and dying for or ſake ; you will repreſent to 
— dignity and — of his perſon. 

And whenever a miniſter ſpeaks on this 
head, he ſhould keep cloſe to the fmphcity of 
the ſcriptures; avoiding, with a conſciencious 
ſerupuloſity, all thoſe ſcholaſtic terms, and 
phraſes of art, and men's device, which, to uſe 
the apoſtle's words, miniſter queſtions rather 
than godly edifying ; and whereof cometh envy, 


firife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe diſ- 
putings. 


For the encouragement even. of the greateſt 
finners, provided they are willing to leave their 
fins, and become the ſubjects of Chri/f, you 
are to lay before them the all-ſutficiency of his 


ſacrifice, and the prevalence of his znterceſſion z 


that bis blood cleanſeth from all ſin, and that he is 


able to ſave them to the uttermoſt who come unto God 
by him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make interceſſion 


for them. 


For the direction and comfort of * 
humble ſouls, you will acquaint them wi 

their need of the ſpirit and grace of God, to 
aſſiſt and proſper them in the ſpiritual life; 
and how ready God is to give the holy ſpirit to 
them that aft him. And fince we have à great 


High Prieſt, who is gone into heaven, to appear 


in the preſence of God for us, and 1s touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ; you will exhort 
them, to come freely to the throne of: grace, that 
they may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 


Chriſt 


1 
| 


— — — — — — = 
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Chriſtqnuſt be preached in every office and 
charadier: he bears ; as teacher, and Ving, as 
well as prieft; and that, whereas he ' hath ob. 


' tained eternal redemption; he will beſtow it on 


them only, who obey him. The ſame apoſtle 


Who faith, 1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful 


ſaying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Feſus 
Chriſt. came into the world to ſave finners, lays 
alſo; This is a faithful ſaying, and theſe things 
1 will that thou affirm conſtantly, that they who 
have believed in God, might be careful to main- 
Fain good works, Tit. iii. 8. 

As you are to lead the devotions of a 
Chriſtian aſſembly, you muſt not admit ſuch 
phraſes and expreſſions (however uſual they 
may be) into your prayers, as you think will 
tend to convey falſe notions into the minds of 


your fellow-worſhipers, or ſupport them there- 
in. High your expreſſions before you adopt 
them. Having the liberty of forming your 


own.-prayers, be very careful that matters of | 
doubt ful diſputation do not mix with them; 


which would break and ſtop the devotion of 


ſome of the moſt conſciencious and intelligent 


| worſhipers. 


Every thing in prayer ſhould be plain and 


fn le, and at the remoteſt diſtance from the 


phraſes and peculiarities of any party. 
It will not be. amiſs to obſerve: here: that 


great regard ſhould be had to the manner of 


performing the ſeveral parts of our work in the 


ſanctuary. In our prayers let us endeavour 
Tritt. after 
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after ſuch a happy talent, as to raiſe and keep 
up the devotion of the aſſembly. There ſhould 
be ſuch a gravity of thought and pronunciation, 
as is the natural product of a ſerious mind, 
aw'd with a ſenſe of God moft high. And that 


we may lead the worſhip decently, and with 


acceptance, let us carefully avoid ſuch inco- 
herence and rambling, and all ſuch lo and 
f{eventyrexprefiions, as will offend the under- 
ſtanding, and grate upon the © ear r:of ew hos! 


can beſt diſcen. 


In your ſermons, you are to yy Sas plas _ 
of ſpeech,: that the meaneſt underſtanding may 
apprehend the doctrines and inſtructions you 
would convey. He is an ill ſteward who, 
having ten to provide for, feeds one, and ſends 
nine empty away. Men of the cleareſt heads 
are abvays the cleareſt” ſpeakers, and eaſieſt to 
bes underſtood: To be plain, and to be bas 
are two things. The firſt is an excellence; 
the other betrays a want of underſtanding, or 
want of care. There is a plainneſs level to 
common capacities, which yet has a judiciouf- 
neſs and ſolidity able to entertain thoſe of the 
trueſt taſte, and beſt underſtanding. That 
public ſpeaker, who has both theſe, has at- 
tained to a. good degree. And when his dif- 
courſes are made on the ſabſtantial things of 
religion; on the wweightier matters of God's lata; 
and pronounced with a grave and natural 
voice; animated with the life and zeal of a 
heart that Feels the things he ſpeaks; a preacher, 

thus 


4 
thus endowed, may reaſonably hope, that God 
will bleſs him 2 hearers, and that he ſhall 
make them wiſer an.. by what he fais 
to them. 

3. Vou are to * and be 20quain 
with the tate of. your flock, that you may know 
0 to give * cu their Potria ix due 

rt: 

I do not mean, that when you. perceive 2 
man guilty of this or that ſin, you are to point 
him out in your diſcourſe, and. — him le 
mark af the congregation; This will provoke 

rather than edie. But as a miniſter, by ac- 

Auainting himſelf. with his bearers, may learn 
in what virtues they are moſt defective, and to 
what evils they are moſt addicted; he ſhould 

meditate on — ſubjects for the pulpit, not 
which may be moſt agrecable to his own taſte 
and genius, but which are mpſt ſuitable, and 
moſt likely to improve thoſe who hear him. 
We may repreſent the duties and virtues of the 


manner, as ſhall convey. light and conviction, 
and offend no body. And if we can be ſo 
happy, as to convince and perſuade without 
r we ſhall anſwer all the ends that a 
and benevolent. man can win. 
It will be particularly a nuniſter's wiſdom, 
to have regard to the young perſons of his ſociety ; 
and to uſe all the {kill and addreſs he is maſter 
of, to induce them 7o remember their ene in 


the * of their 1 eas 
On 


: 


Chriſtian life, and their contrary vices, in ſuch 
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On theſt maſt be our e that, inſtead oft 
the» fatherg, hen tliey are! cut down by the 
band of death, may come the children, t fill 
up their place in the church. of God. Let; us 
watch every appearance of, good in them, und 
encburage: it to the utmoſt. Abundaher of 
good, imithꝭ more than a an imagine, 
NT Pry pg them, ben kindly and pru- 
drutly treated: And when once theg af per- 
ſuaded we aim at nothing but their goody and 
the o to give a ſober attention to our 
edunſe ls; hern is A delightful proſpectꝭ that we 
ball be the Dappy inſtnimarts of ſettling in 
them th oi ng prin qr nj re the 
— —e— offopattiag, with [reputation 
and — this) Wonld, and -of 
their ctermilæ hfppineſs :id) ithaworld! to dme. 
E thatiolwinnethi ſquils: 75; infer Prov. xi. jo. 
and rithat! tim and thoſci thoiaghts :andoens 
dexwours: iulaicks ane: Ipentrchia — Gal 
bther;i theldeſt lait out. 1wods . 180 bas 
haue fpoken already concerning A preacher's 
intei nal qualiſibations, — of the 
heart. Let me add clan ber vito 
- . Thr is viifeeutions may be well heard, 
amd meet with ſuccefs, it is very neceſſary that 
he how a gyn :2xample'y that the virtues: he - 
neee ſain out in his on life 
and converſation. 10 
Chriſt ſals Went nlifeiplcks Mat. v. Ta ene * 
thy <a of the. world; 8 of the earth 2. ler 


your 


S 


to him; Rom. ii. 2 1. Thou that teacheſt 


126 
dur ligbr ſo' ſhine before men, than they may fer 
— pod re this doctrines to our 
5 8 eg it belon rx 
b 4 15 Sr N IL 

It will be a ſecvere reproach, * kn 
ſcandal, if the faults of a a. mie life ſhall 
make thoſe words of the apoſtle a le un- 
another, 
yeacheſt-* thou: not: thyſelf ? While you inſtruct 


etHon on things above, 


| you people ro ſet their 2ffc 
: and not en things" on the earth; let there bs 
in your conduct that indicates an carth- 
ly, ſordid, covetous temper. Cheriſh there. 
fore ſuch an elevation of ſoul, and ſtand ſo 
free of all mean ſelfiſnneſs, that vour people 
may ſee, you ſeek: nat theirs, hut them. us 
An while a miniſter manifeſts a heart wean- 
ech the world; this, if his lot is caſt 
among a people of any generufity of temper, 
will» be ſo far from making them luke warm 
and careleſs about his ſuppott; that it will 
n their zeal and affection to do what 
em lies, to make his abode among them 
22 — comfortable. bam , arm's 
>: While you exhort others to lire ſober and tem- 
perute lives, you muſt be at the remoteſt di- 
ſtance from a fondneſs and ſlavery to appetite. di 
And being a miniſter of the Gad f peace, 4. 
and of 75 eſus * prince of peace; \meekneſs and Jc 
peaceableneſs muſt run through the whole of 
| your deportment. e nothing. be done > w. 
"22% rife | + 
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firife amd varn glory. Count all that honour 
r to be real Aiſgrate and ſhame, which ariſes 
{ WW from the abetting and encouraging of diviſſon 
J and . party. Study the liberty and charity of 
t the goſpel, and ſand faſt therein. Show on 
| all occaſions ſuch a ready mind to peace and 
- i unity, that, wherein you ſtand ſeparate from 
9 other Chriſtians, it may appear to all unpre- 
: WW judiced minds, you do not exclude them, but 
, are excluded by them. 19 

e Some may find it politically right (right for 
. their own power or gain) but certainly it is re- 
WW HEgiouſly,wrong, to make ſuch terms of Chriſtian 
fo communion, as Chriſt and his apoſtles never 


le 
* 
* 3 


made. Men who thirſt after ſway, or profit, 
may find their account in it. But inexpreſſible 
damage is hereby done to religion. The laying 
a ſtreſs on opinions and practiſes, and treating 
them as efentzals, which the goſpel either knows 
nothing about, or, at moſt, directs us to look 
upon as , doubfful diſputation, has turned the 
Chriſtian religion (in its own nature the moſt 
peaceable, and gentle, and friendly inſtitution 


nin the world) into an engine of moſt bitter and 
n- | ruinous diſcord; and miſerably defaced, and 
di- almoſt worn out, Chriſts own mark of his 
- I diſciples, viz. By this ſhall men know that ye 
ce, ¶ are my diſciples, if ye have love one to another, 


Joh. xii. 35.) b 3 0 

of | + Let the guilt and blame of all this evil reſt 

where it is due. As you preach the good mw 
Wh) D 2. 
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af Cad, the exceeding) viches of his k indneſs to 
men; your life muſt agree With thit ; n life of 
bonevolenee and doing good. Vu are ra due 
Jaun tnemies: and forge: - them. i poſſible, to 

become your friends; by the powerful 
àttraction of a kind ꝗpirit, an obliging be- 
haviour, and a readineſs, upon all occa- 
ſtons, to return ithers good e Sor thear(:/ 
ones. s n Ob voy ebm b 
What a an md . [this dort hal 
St. Paul! who tells ſome that did not give 
him the good treatment he had merited; I u 
— and n 
the more abundantly I leue \ you,: the: toſs 1 
loved;; 2 Cor. xii. 1 5, Being — faith! ca 
he "bleſs ; being dee aur intruat. 1 Cor. 
iv. . a 50 urea 2} © {Ss > 
What our Eng zun —— T 
ſpend and be ere FOR vo, is, exactly ac- 
cording to the original, I will very Saad, 
d and be ſpent ar yr „ urep vun 
uw» vcr. Tis for the fouls of men, 2 
miniſter ſhould have the greateſt affection and 
real; exerciſing all patience, and NOS all 
0 pportunities to do them good. 
And thus when your — in you 
à conduct blameleſs, benevolent, and exemplary; 
when-they ſee you love them, and chiefly. aim 
to promote their ſpiritual and eternal odd; ; , 
 Afach a carriage cannot fail to gain ji their | eftcem 
and love. And * _ are — — 
| — i 


„ w ˙ ag — 
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| Rings he is; this 
weight to his -Yodvine; end His 
— wal 1 d 0 be e 
1 eK Gon Na ; pM + 
Finally, a miniſter; 110 al A ee n 
faithfalnebs | muſt add conflant and fervent 
prayers unto God: . heavenly illumi- 
nation, that he may rightly — and diſ- 
penſe the word of truth; the quickening grace 
of God, that the f it of religion may be kept 
alive in his own” Mt. "and a” divine to 
give efficacy and ſucceſs to his miniſtrations. 
For though Pau plant, and Apolles ROY it rs 
God who giveth the increaſe. 
| I ſhall conclude with putting you in mind 
of a few apoſtolical directions unto the Chriſtian, 
miniſter. Fl 
I charge thee "before God, "ard the Lord Fes 
_ Chriſt, N ſhalt 5 e the living and the 
at his appearing and his king 9, thy 3 preach the 
word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of * ſeaſon; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long ſuffering 
and doctrine. 2 Tim. iv. 1, 2. I all things ſhew= 
ing thyſelf a pattern of good works : in doctrine 
ſbewing incorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound 


Speech that cannot be condemned; that he who 5 


2s of the contrary part may be aſhamed, having 
u evil thing to ſay of you. Tit. it. 7, 8. 
Fred the flock of God, taking the overſight 
thereof, not by conftraint, but willingly ; not 


4 * 
89 
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chief, J Pall ' appear, 1 yh | ſhall: receive 
a crown of glory that 'fadeth not away. 
1 Pet. Ve 25135 4 Amen. £ Mann 
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